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European Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology Societies (EU.F.O.S.) 
– Past, Present and Future
Jan Olofsson 
SUMMARY
The author presents the history, the current status and the future of European Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology 
Societes. The new European Confederation (EC-ORL/HNS), a scientiﬁ c and educational organization will be devoted 
to the advancement of science, research and education on ORL, promote, co-orrdinate and unify the advancement 
of ORL-HNS in Europe, organize and co-ordinate high quality training and exchange programmes and represent ORL-
HNS in general
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Introduction
EUFOS was founded in Paris 1985 with the purpose not 
only to create another organization or congress, but to 
unite all forces in Europe with the aim to strengthen 
European ORL in the world. 
The objectives of EUFOS are:
To promote, to co-ordinate and to unify the ad-
vancement of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology, Head and 
Neck Surgery (herein after referred to as ORL-HNS) 
in Europe.
To define an opinion on good medical practice.
To encourage scientific research between Oto-
Rhino-Laryngologists and co-ordination between 
European ORL organizations.
To promote the European Congress of ORL-HNS 
preferably every four (4) years and to assist the 
president and the Organizing Committee of the 
upcoming congress.
To represent ORL interests in other organizations 
of Europe dedicated to prevention and control of 
diseases and disorders related to ORL and the 
training of Oto-Rhino-Laryngologists.
The EUFOS congresses have been held in Paris 
1988, Sorrento 1992, Budapest 1996, Berlin 2000, 
Rhodes 2004 and in Vienna 2007. 
•
•
•
•
•
Milan Profant Jan Olofsson Jean-Michel Klossek
At the General Assembly in Vienna 2007 there 
was a competition between the Spanish Society to 
have the next meeting 2011 in Barcelona, the Czech 
Society to have it in Prague and the Turkish Society 
to have it in Istanbul. The Spanish Society won and 
the next congress will be in Barcelona in 2011. The 
dates will be decided. 
The Secretary, Professor Milan Profant and the 
Treasurer, Professor Jean-Michel Klossek were both 
elected before the Vienna meeting by the Executive 
Committee and are extremely valuable collaborators 
for me as President of EUFOS. 
The challenges for EUFOS as outlined when I was 
elected as President were:
Better knowledge of the single ENT doctor about our 
important societies IFOS (International Federation 
of Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies), EUFOS 
(European Federation of Oto-Rhino-Laryngologi-
cal Societies), EAORL-HNS (European Academy of 
Oto-Rhino-Laryngology – Head and Neck Surgery) 
and UEMS (Union Européenne des Médecins Spé-
cialistes) ORL section.
With the establishment of the European Union 
it was necessary to “harmonise and improve the 
•
•
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quality of training of medical specialists in Europe”. 
So, in 1958 UEMS (European Union of Medical 
Specialists) was founded (www.uems.net). In 1962 
the ORL-HNS specialist section was formed.
For EUFOS it is important to get a strategic plan-
ning for ORL-HNS and affiliated specialities for 
the coming 5 to 10 years. We have to be aware of 
strength, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.
How should we succeed:
Collaboration
EUFOS must be visible
Stimulate research
If possible have some influence on political health 
care decisions
We have to bring forward important fields as:
Communicative disorders
Hearing
Speech
Sense, taste and smell
Pediatric problems, tonsils and adenoids etc.
We have to be aware of the ageing problems in the 
population 
Oncology within the Head & Neck
We definitely have to advertise ourselves and our 
various sub-specialities. Together we can be strong.
EUFOS is well represented at the IFOS meeting in 
Sao Paulo 1–5 June 2009 (www.ifossaopaulo2009.com) 
in different sessions and panels as well as lectures. 
EUFOS has a special half day which will be labelled 
European Cavalcade with six top speakers represent-
ing differing fields of our wide speciality.
EUFOS also has a special symposium on diagnosis 
and treatment of oral carcinomas at the International 
Academy of Oral Oncology (IAOO) congress in Toronto 
8 – 11 July 2009  (www.iaoo2009.com). 
Membership and Manpower 
EUFOS represents 46 national societies. More societies 
have applied for membership and associate member-
ship. Our aim is that every country acknowledged by 
U.N. should feel well to be represented within EUFOS. 
It is also our sincere hope that in the future the col-
laboration and exchange between countries will only 
grow to a greater benefit of every ENT specialist in 
Europe and beyond.
The manpower of ORL-HNS surgeons in Europe 
has been reported to UEMS 2006 with some correc-
tions 2008. There are, as you can see, a great variation 
of ENT specialist in the membership countries. This 
may be of interest to have in mind when discussing the 
training of doctors in various countries. These figures, 
as said above, have been somewhat corrected in 
2008 which will be further elaborated upon in the 
future. The data below is provided by UEMS-ORL.
When being elected as President of EUFOS in Vi-
enna I was thinking about EUFOS as the umbrella 
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
organization under which both European Academy of 
ORL-HNS and the UEMS-ORL were dwelling.
Anyhow, it did not take long for me until I realised 
that this opportunity had already gone. It had been 
possible a few years before, but European Academy of 
ORL-HNS was already established and registered at this 
time in Vienna. Through direct discussions between me 
and the first President of the EAORL-HNS, Professor 
Klaus Jahnke, we agreed to work for a merging between 
our societies to the benefit of European ORL-HNS.
There is no doubt that these discussions were very 
much catalysed by the Presidents of the EUFOS con-
gress in Vienna, Professor Klaus Albegger and Professor 
Heinz Stammberger.
Table I. Manpower of ENTs in Europe
Inhabitants (Mill.) ENT-Specialists ENT/Inhabitants
Austria 8.1 530 1:15 000
Belgium 10.4 550 1:19 000
Denmark 5.4 320 1:17 000
Finland 5.2 318 1:16 000
France 59.8 2600 1:23 000
Germany 82.5 5420 1:15 000
Greece 11.0 1250 1:9000
Italy 57.6 5009 1:11 000
Ireland 4.0 40 1:100 000
Luxembourg 0.4 28 1:14 000
Netherlands 16.2 372 1:44 000
Portugal 10.4 470 1:22 000
Spain 41.9 2100 1:20 000
Sweden 9.0 573 1:16 000
United Kingdom 59.5 614 1:97 000
Czech Republic 10.2 748 1:14 000
Cyprus 0.7 52 1:13 000
Estonia 1.4 95 1:15 000
Hungary 10.1 800 1:13 000
Lithuania 3.4 320 1:11 000
Poland 38.2 1311 1:29 000
Slovak Rep. 5.4 400 1:14 000
Slovenia 2.0 80 1:25 000
Malta 0.4 6 1:67 000
Latvia 2.3 – 1–
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The energetic work of our Secretaries, Professor Mi-
lan Profant (EUFOS) and Marc Remacle (EAORL-HNS) 
and the respective Treasurers Jean-Michel Klossek and 
Manuel Bernal-Sprekelsen is greatly acknowledged. 
These discussions were in addition strongly supported 
by the President and the Secretary of UEMS-ORL, 
Professor Reidar Grénman and Mr Richard Maw and 
finally also by Professor Klaus Jahnke and myself.
A suggestion of a European Confederation was 
born.
The ideas were laid forward and agreed upon by 
the executive committees of both organizations at the 
ELS meeting in Barcelona. Hopefully these ideas will be 
agreed upon by both General Assemblies in Mannheim 
at the EAORL-HNS meeting held in collaboration with 
EUFOS by the end of June this year. 
European Confederation (EC-ORL/HNS)
The European Confederation (EC-ORL/HNS) should be:
a non-profit making, non-political scientific and 
educational organization
active in all European countries
registered office of the Confederation will be located 
in Vienna
working language of the Confederation will be 
English 
The Confederation consists of the National ORL-
HNS societies represented by the European Federation 
of Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Societies (EUFOS) and 
the European subspeciality organizations and allied 
societies represented by the European Academy of Oto-
Rhino-Laryngology and Head & Neck Surgery (EAORL-
HNS) in collaboration with the European Union of 
Medical Specialists (UEMS) ORL-section and board.
The Confederation will be devoted to the advance-
ment of science and research, education and life-
long learning in Oto-Rhino-Laryngology/head and 
neck surgery and allied disciplines.
The Confederation will promote, co-ordinate and 
unify the advancement of ORL-HNS in Europe. It 
will collaborate with all European national ORL-
HNS and allied societies and will maintain and 
improve the well-fare of ORL-HNS specialists.
The Confederation will organize and co-ordinate 
high quality training and exchange programmes 
according to the charters of the UEMS-ORL. Train-
ing courses, educational programmes, guidelines 
and other activities from organizations devoted to 
any of the fields within ORL-HNS.
The Confederation will represent ORL-HNS in gen-
eral and health care policy interest in other Eu-
ropean organizations dedicated to prevention and 
control of ORL-HNS related diseases and disorders 
and also the training of ORL-HNS specialists.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
Table II. Manpower of ENTs in Europe 2006
Inhabitants (Mill.) ENT-Specialists ENT/Inhabitants
EU 25 455.5 24125 1:19 000
EU 15 381.4 20310 1:19 000
B 10-Lander 74.1 3815 1:19 000
Inhabitants (Mill.) ENT-Specialists ENT/Inhabitants
Norway 4.5 314 1:14 000
Switzerland 7.2 350 1:21 000
Rumania 21.7 794 1:27 000
Russia 150.0 4000 1:38 000
Turkey 70.7 2551 1:28 000
Croatia 4.4 160 1:25 000
Fig. 1. 
Fig. 2. Klaus Jahnke, President EAORL-HNS, Jan Olofsson, 
President EUFOS and Peter Clement, Past President EUFOS 
at the EUFOS Congress in Vienna 2007.
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The Confederation will co-ordinate and support 
research and scholarship applications and other 
fund raising activities for research and continuing 
medical education related to ORL-HNS.
The Confederation will organize and support scien-
tific events of other organizations by promoting and 
supporting in particular congresses and courses 
which are affordable to trainees, specialists and 
fellows.
Concluding remarks
I am sure that the Confederation (EC-ORL/HNS) 
will take care of both the interests of EUFOS and 
the EAORL-HNS. The standing committee of training 
and continuing medical education of EUFOS will be 
un-necessary as it will be represented by the EAORL-
HNS and UEMS-ORL together. There is, however, no 
doubt that the EUFOS in the new organization still 
may play an important role as the national societies 
are the executing bodies for training of our specialists. 
In addition EUFOS will still handle the external af-
fairs with IFOS and the external policy to promote and 
protect  ORL-HNS in Europe. The challenges outlined 
above for EUFOS will still be present. The merging with 
EAORL-HNS will together with UEMS-ORL make us 
stronger to support ORL-HNS in Europe and to handle 
external threats to our speciality. Together there is a 
chance to be stronger and to win. Divided at least we 
will definitely lose.
Important executive committee meetings and gen-
eral assemblies at the Mannheim meeting are listed 
below as well as important websites to visit.
•
•
Fig. 3. 
Important excecutive meetings and general as-
semblies in Mannheim:
EA EB Friday June 26, 2009 16.00-18.00
EUFOS EC Friday June 26, 2009  18.00-20.00
EA GA Saturday June 27, 2009  17.00-19.00
EUFOS GA Sunday June 28, 2009 18.00-20.00
Confederation 
GA Monday June 29, 2009  17.00-19.00
At the meeting in Mannheim there will also be a 
possibility to pass a European Board Examination 
arranged by the European Examination Board in Oto-
Rhino-Laryngology which was created by the UEMS 
ORL section and Board in October 2008.
For further information see websites:
www.eufos.org/
www.eaorl-hns2009.org
www.uems.net
www.ebeorl-hns.org
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